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1653 his resignation in Oliver's hands. Oliver seems to have accepted it unwillingly,, declaring thai it was a heavy burden they were laying on him. But parliament had dissolved itself and so removed his chief scruple. A remnant of about thirty remained in the chamber, and proceeded to draw up a"protest declaring that they were " called of God to that place." Two colonels, acting on Lambert's instructions, appeared and bade them withdraw. They refused on the ground that, having been brought there by the Lord General, they would only leave on an order from him, so the colonels, having no such order, could only call in a file of soldiers and evict them. It is said that one of the colonels asked what they were doing and was told that they were seeking the Lord. 44 Come out of this place, then," was his answer, u for to my knowledge the Lord has not been here these twelve years past."

The rule of the saints had come to an untimely end. Oliver, said John Carew, one of the Fifth Monarchy members, cc took the crown off from the head of Christ and put it upon his own."l

III

The supreme authority returned like a boomerang to the man who had tried to renounce it, " My own power," he declared later, " was again by this resignation as boundless and unlimited as before; all things being subjected to arbitrariness, and myself the only constituted authority that was left, a person having power over the three nations without bound or limit set." 2 Once again he had a blank page to write upon. His resolution was as fixed as ever; he could not remain merely the army's nominee and rule by force ; he must find some means of regularizing his position (he had never the slightest intention of relinquishing his real authority) and through some kind of parliament get the

1  The bitterness of the extreme puritans is well shown in the pamphlet The Protector, So-called, in Part Unveihd, by a late member of the Army, 1655 (Th,)

2  L. and S., II. 373.                                                                         *           V     ''